VZCZCXYZ0010 
PP  RUEHWEB 

DE  RUEHLP  #0733  0752026 
ZNR  UUUUU  ZZH 
P 162026Z  MAR  07 
FM  AMEMBASSY  LA  PAZ 

TO  RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHDC  PRIORITY  2866 
INFO  RUEHAC /AMEMBASSY  ASUNCION  6652 
RUEHBO/ AMEMBASSY  BOGOTA  3975 
RUEHBR/ AMEMBASSY  BRASILIA  7860 
RUE HBU /AMEMBASSY  BUENOS  AIRES  5110 
RUE HCV/ AMEMBASSY  CARACAS  2340 
RUE HPE/ AMEMBASSY  LIMA  2455 
RUEHMD/AMEMBASSY  MADRID  3388 
RUEHMN/AMEMBASSY  MONTEVIDEO  4497 
RUE HQT / AMEMBAS S Y QUITO  4982 
RUEHSJ/AMEMBASSY  SAN  JOSE  1626 
RUEHSG/ AMEMBASSY  SANTIAGO  9568 
RUE HGV/USMIS SION  GENEVA  0082 
RUEHBS/USEU  BRUSSELS 
RHMFIUU/HQ  USSOUTHCOM  MIAMI  FL 
RUMIAAA/USCINCSO  MIAMI  FL 
RUEHUB/USINT  HAVANA  0227 
RHEHNSC/NSC  WASHINGTON  DC 
RUCPDOC/DEPT  OF  COMMERCE  WASHINGTON  DC 

UNCLAS  LA  PAZ  000733 

SIPDIS 

SIPDIS 

STATE  FOR  WHA/AND  LPETRONI 

SAN  JOSE  FOR  USAID/OFDA  TIMOTHY  CALLAGHAN 

STATE  PASS  TO  AID  FOR  DCHA/OFDA  MILENA  POPP,  LAC/SA  JEFF 
BARKEN,  DCHA/FFP  BARRY  BURNETT 
LIMA  FOR  DHS 

E.O.  12958:  N/A 

TAGS:  EAID  AMED  ASUP  CASC  EAGR  ECON  PREL  BL 
SUBJECT:  BOLIVIA  FLOODING  SITREP  8:  MARCH  16,  2007 

REF:  LA  PAZ  621 

1.1.  (U)  Flood  waters  in  the  departments  of  the  Beni  and  Santa 
Cruz  (ref tel)  have  begun  to  recede. 

- GOB  authorities  estimate  that  flooding  has  affected  almost 
85,000  families  (approximately  400,000  people)  in  eight  out 
of  nine  departments,  with  53  fatalities. 

- Health  reports  indicate  2,450  suspected  and  confirmed  cases 
of  dengue  fever.  GOB  authorities  will  continue  mosquito 
fumigation  campaigns  and  undertake  preventive  measures 
(including  the  fumigation  of  vehicles)  to  limit  the  spread  of 
the  disease.  Minister  of  Health  Nila  Heredia  expressed  fears 
March  10  of  a massive  dengue  outbreak,  noting  that  water  in 
the  region  contains  heavy  concentrations  of  mosquito  larvae. 

12.  (U)  Bolivians  have  rallied  to  assist  the  victims,  raising 
over  USD  1 million  in  a 13-hour  March  10  telethon. 

Businesses,  organizations,  and  private  citizens  continue  to 
donate  food  and  supplies  for  affected  families,  despite 
delays  in  transporting  and  delivering  donations.  U.S. 
assistance  to  date  totals  approximately  USD  1.57  million, 
including  USD  365,000  in  medicines  provided  by  the  NGO 
AmeriCares . 

13.  (U)  President  Morales  declared  March  15  that  he  would 
convene  an  international  conference  on  climate  change  to 
ensure  that  "industrialized  nations  assumed  responsibility 
for  environmental  disruptions"  harming  poor  countries.  This 
marked  the  second  time  Morales  publicly  blamed  industrialized 
nations  for  climate  change  and  linked  the  phenomenon  to 
Bolivia's  current  disaster. 
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